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Progress update 

Recommendation 1 - The Government 

should publish a series of Green Growth 

Indicators every three years to provide a 

comprehensive and credible overview of 

national progress in the greening and 

accelerating of economic growth. This report 

should: 

• include a “dashboard” of key 
indicators meaningful to New Zealand 
and international observers; 

• align with OECD guidelines for green 
growth policy making; 

• draw on the most authoritative and 
timely statistics available from New 
Zealand Government agencies; and 
be the responsibility of one central 
agency (supported by Statistics New 
Zealand and other agencies) to 
prepare and publish within a clearly-
defined three year cycle. 

 

The Government is currently investigating the 

development of a coherent set of indicators to measure 

progress towards greening economic growth.  

 

Recommendation 2 – Central and local 

government should be encouraged to make, 

and/or support, greater use of collaborative 

processes for the management of natural 

capital and resolution of complex issues at the 

interface of economic development and 

environmental protection.  To enable this to 

occur, guidance should be provided, including 

statutory guidance where appropriate, on the 

role of collaborative processes in decision 

making and the principles that should apply to 

such processes. 

The Government agrees that consensus building is an 

essential part of addressing complex economic and 

environmental issues. We are committed to high 

quality public dialogue on such issues in order to 

develop robust and enduring solutions that provide for 

the needs of today as well as those of future 

generations.  

For example, the Government’s water reform work 

programme includes investigation of the role of 

collaborative decision-making processes on setting 

objectives and limits. The Land and Water Forum 

process also plays an important role in resource 

allocation. The Government is also ensuring there is a 

robust and transparent regulatory regime for the 

mineral and petroleum sectors and continues to 

provide information to the public to encourage debate 

about the sectors.  

 



 

Recommendation 3 - The Government 

should continue to look for opportunities for 

better co-ordination and integration of 

programmes that support capability building 

within SMEs. Co-ordination and integration 

should occur between central government and 

local government agencies, industry bodies 

and sector groups, and other relevant 

providers. 

Greater integration and coordination of capability 

building programmes is a priority for the Government 

and is a focus for the new Ministry of Business, 

Innovation and Employment (MBIE).  

In particular the Government is reviewing the extent to 

which government services to businesses form a 

cohesive suite that is effective for business. This is 

also being considered in the context of the 

establishment of the Callaghan Institute. 

Recommendation 4 - The Government 

should facilitate businesses’ practical 

understanding of how to improve 

environmental performance and to benefit 

from green growth market trends, with such 

information targeted especially at small and 

medium sized companies (particularly those 

influenced by international supply chains).  

These businesses should get practical 

information particularly on: 

• identifying and assessing technologies 
for greening their growth, and in 
particular, lowering their GHG 
emissions; 

• the suitability of different 
environmental management 
standards, tools and programmes; 

• the proper use of certified 
environmental performance 
credentials; 

• the use of environmental management 
systems to strengthen general 
business management systems and 
processes; and 

• export market requirements and 
international customer expectations as 
these relate to environmental 
practices and sustainability. 

The Government is investigating the use of networks 

such as the Regional Business Partners to support 

SMEs with eco-verification and measures to meet 

sustainability standards required by international 

markets.  

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT) and 

New Zealand Trade and Enterprise (NZTE) deliver 

integrated knowledge on key markets to business from 

agencies operating offshore. This includes 

programmes such as the Sustainable Food Exports 

Group by MFAT. 

In addition, the Government is making significant 

investment in research and innovation to reduce 

emissions from agriculture and develop and adopt low-

carbon, energy-efficient technologies and practices 

that can help households and businesses, as well as 

the transport sector, reduce their energy costs and 

their emissions. 

 



 

Recommendation 5 - The Government 

should promote the voluntary adoption of 

standards and certification schemes by 

businesses and other entities where these 

help raise environmental performance and 

economic growth.  Standards and 

certifications should be: 

• subject to consultation with all 
interested parties before adoption; 

• relevant to New Zealand 
circumstances; 

• recognised between trading partners 
in the same supply chains to the 
fullest extent possible; and 

• international in their recognition to the 
fullest extent possible. 

The Government supports the promotion of such 

schemes where they can add value and support the 

broader work on promoting and defending New 

Zealand’s international reputation.  

The Business Growth Agenda Building Export Markets 

progress report includes an action to explore and 

develop potential new government assurance regimes.   

Recommendation 6 - The Government 

should establish an agency, based on a 

refocused Energy Efficiency and Conservation 

Authority (EECA), committed to helping 

businesses (including farms) and households 

reduce their Green House Gas (GHG) 

emissions other than livestock emissions). The 

agency should have a particular focus on 

helping SMEs. Its role should continue to 

include specific responsibilities for the 

promotion of energy efficiency in households 

and businesses.  GHG emission reduction 

activities should include: 

• delivery of complementary policy 
measures and associated practical 
support for SMEs to help reduce their 
emissions in a cost effective way; 

• working with business groups on 
efficient information delivery to SMEs 
in diverse sectors, throughout New 
Zealand; and 

• co-operating closely with NZTE, MSI, 
MAF, regional partners and the private 
sector in streamlining current 
government programmes for 
supporting businesses, especially 
SMEs, in New Zealand. 

 

The Government is spending an extra $2.5 million on 

encouraging business energy efficiency in 2012/13.  

Through EECA the Government is focusing on 

developing and implementing new standards and 

labelling for electrical appliances; providing information 

to businesses; and supporting importers and 

manufacturers in meeting product standards and 

promoting energy efficient products. 

The increase in funding will also allow EECA to focus 

more resources on encouraging businesses to reduce 

their use of fossil fuels and/or switch to more efficient 

fuels. 

 



 

Recommendation 7 - New Zealand needs to 

have greater focus on demand side 

management to improve energy efficiency. 

The Commerce Commission and the 

Electricity Authority should prioritise the 

development and implementation of measures 

that incentivise better demand side 

management and adoption of supporting 

technologies by electricity suppliers, network 

companies and consumers. 

The Government agrees with the Advisory Group on 

the importance of demand-side management to 

improve energy efficiency.   

Opportunities for GHG abatement and cost savings 

exist across all parts of the energy sector.  The 

majority of EECA’s work is in this area, including the 

230,000 homes upgraded with insulation and/or clean 

heating devices through the Warm Up New Zealand 

programme. 

In the electricity sector, the Government has conveyed 

to electricity regulators the importance it gives to 

demand-side management.  This message is set out in 

both the Commerce Act 1986 and the Electricity 

Industry Act 2010 and in letters from responsible 

ministers to relevant agencies. 

The Government has also recently conducted a review 

of oil security in New Zealand, which included 

identifying measures to improve domestic capability to 

respond to infrastructure disruptions.  

Recommendation 8 - The Government 

should ensure reforms now being 

implemented in the Innovation System are 

given time to work. The Advisory Group 

supports these reforms, including changes 

within Crown Research Institutes (CRIs), and 

the development of more effective links 

between the business sector and CRIs and 

universities. 

The Business Growth Agenda Building Innovation 

progress report outlines a number of actions to support 

and enhance the CRI reforms. 

These initiatives include: 

• development of Callaghan Innovation to 
encourage business innovation in high-value 
manufacturing; 

• further development of the core funding model 
for Crown research institutes to incentivise 
agreed performance; 

• strengthened governance of universities to 
ensure a stronger economic contribution to 
New Zealand; and 

• investigation into the development of 
Innovation Parks. 



 

Recommendation 9 - The Government 

should provide more support for the transfer, 

adaptation and adoption of existing knowledge 

and technology into New Zealand from 

overseas to support green growth. This could: 

• better utilise government networks to 
support activities such as information-
gathering, evaluations, and 
development; 

• involve industry-good research 
organisations that are well placed to 
understand and respond to industry-
wide needs; 

• leverage the existing international 
science intelligence and networks of 
CRIs, other research organisations, 
and public sector agencies and 
include use of existing knowledge 
transfer mechanisms; 

• make optimal use of electronic 
networks and other digital 
technologies for knowledge exchange; 
and 

• support the development of sector-
specific toolboxes of support (see also 
Recommendation 19). 

 

The Building Export Markets and Building Innovation 

progress reports outline a wide range of work to 

support the transfer, adaptation and adoption of 

existing knowledge into New Zealand.   

Specific initiatives include: 

• The investigation of opportunities by MBIE, 
NZTE and the public research organisations to 
more effectively use New Zealand’s 
international networks of people, and where 
digital and information technologies can help 
increase the flows of useful international 
knowledge for New Zealand innovation. 

• The Small Advanced Economies initiative aims 
to facilitate international knowledge transfer on 
key innovation areas – potentially including 
green growth – between New Zealand and 
other small, innovative nations.  

• Development of mutually-beneficial science 
investment opportunities with Singapore. 

• Implementation of the NZ Inc India and China 
strategies to boost trade in goods and 
services, and development of NZ Inc Country 
and Regional Strategies for Australia, the US, 
the Gulf Cooperation Council and Europe.  

• Development of Callaghan Innovation to 
encourage business innovation in high-value 
manufacturing,  

• Programmes to increase access to broadband, 
both urban and rural, will make it easier for 
New Zealanders to access and exchange 
information. 

Recommendation 10 - Public Sector policy 

and funding agencies with responsibilities for 

science and innovation, and tertiary education, 

should give additional consideration to green 

growth in their existing programmes and 

activities, most notably when: 

• determining priorities which influence 
the funding of science and innovation 
including both contestable research 
and CRI core funding (through MSI); 

• prioritising the allocation of CRI core 
funding towards green growth 
innovation, (through annual letters of 
expectation to CRI boards and 
management); 

• providing advice and funding support 

In the Building Innovation progress report, the 

Government outlines initiatives to boost public science 

investment and grow the innovation workforce.   

We are also establishing National Science Challenges 

(NSCs), which will seek answers to the core science 

questions New Zealand faces. We are currently 

consulting on the identification of eight to ten NSCs 

which will be at the apex of research priorities. NSCs 

are the fundamental issues New Zealand faces in its 

future development which science and innovation can 

help address. The topic of “green growth” covers 

several fundamental issues that could be an NSC or 

be part of a broader NSC.  The NSCs will be enduring 

and have a major impact on agencies’ science 



for international business development 
(through NZTE and MSI); 

• where appropriate, creating science 
and technology platforms which will 
enable faster, higher value innovation 
for green growth; and 

• developing tertiary education courses 
and qualifications in relevant 
disciplines. 

investment. 

Work has also begun to ensure New Zealand has the 

skills it needs for innovation, including science, 

technology, management and entrepreneurial 

capability. The investigation phase will identify the skill 

areas in which New Zealand is most deficient, with 

reference to its innovation needs.  As part of this 

process skills associated with innovation for green 

growth will be identified.   

 

Recommendation 11 - The Government 

should develop and distribute to interested 

parties a fact-based narrative about New 

Zealand’s place in the world as a competitive 

trading nation with comparatively strong 

“green credentials”.  

This narrative would: 

• articulate the story of brand “New 
Zealand” and its attributes including 
the nation’s “clean green” reputation; 

• draw together relevant facts about 
New Zealand (including the Green 
Growth Dashboard) and present these 
in a compelling manner; and 

• become a valuable resource for 
businesspeople and others in their 
efforts to inform international 
audiences about New Zealand. 

Delivering a compelling New Zealand story is a 

cornerstone initiative outlined in the Building Exports 

progress report.   

Agencies are currently working with key stakeholders 

to develop a broad, compelling, and flexible New 

Zealand story that works for a range of exporters and 

sectors, including tourism, education, and for 

immigration.  

Work is underway to develop a toolkit of elements (e.g. 

branding, photos, guides) that will help tell the  

New Zealand story and to facilitate the use of  

New Zealand branding by private sector companies.   

 

Recommendation 12 - The Government 

should consider New Zealand’s international 

reputation and market positioning whenever 

significant reforms are proposed in the 

regulation of foreign exchange-earning 

industries. Regulatory reform will most often 

have a range of objectives. However, the 

reform process should also recognise that: 

• our reputation and positioning are 
always, in part, based on standards of 
regulation in New Zealand, and 
business practices that are promoted 
or supported by regulation; and  

• regulation can, in effect, become a 
“platform” or enabler under desired 
attributes in the New Zealand brand, 
including “clean green”. 

The Government agrees with the Advisory Group that 

appropriate and well-structured regulation should not 

simply be seen as cost to the economy. For many 

exporting sectors, strength and credibility of the 

regulatory environment and public institutions is a 

source of competitive advantage in accessing existing 

and new markets.  

With these principles in mind, the Government is 

undertaking several regulatory reforms, including the 

review of the Crown Minerals Regime, phase two of 

the Resource Management Reform (RMII), Local 

Government Act reforms, and legislative reform, to 

promote better planning and management of 

environmental effects.  

These reforms will be complemented by the 

development of the New Zealand story and work 



underway to address domestic regulatory barriers to 

trade. 

 

Recommendation 13 - The Government 

should use the international information-

gathering capabilities of Ministries and Crown 

entities to keep New Zealand businesses well 

informed on green growth opportunities and 

challenges on international markets. This 

information gathering would: 

• draw, in particular, on the established 
international networks of MFAT, 
NZTE, MBIE, the Ministry of Primary 
Industries (MPI)_and public and 
private sector research institutions; 

• involve formal, regular processes of 
information dissemination to 
companies and industry groups who 
benefit most from such input; 

• anticipate, and forewarn about, issues 
likely to diminish New Zealand’s trade 
and investment opportunities in the 
world, and promote awareness of 
opportunities; 

• promote more effective and timely 
decision making by companies 
engaged in trade and investment; and 

• better enable government agencies 
and companies to manage issues 
impacting on brand “New Zealand”. 

MFAT and NZTE regularly report on issues that may 

impact upon New Zealand’s trade and investment 

opportunities and market access.  

For example, MFAT and NZTE prepare quarterly 

reports about international market trends in 

sustainability in the Food and Beverage sector. They 

are currently reviewing the content of these reports 

with a view to sharpening their focus and increasing 

their readership.  

 

Recommendation 14 – The Government 

should accelerate the Public Sector-wide 

implementation of its procurement policy along 

with efforts to raise management capability in 

this area, such that the policy’s sustainability 

principle is increasingly evident in practice. 

 

This recommendation fits well with the Government’s 

priorities as building procurement capability will help 

responsibly manage finances, contribute to growing a 

more competitive and productive economy and deliver 

better public services. Simplified and modernised 

government procurement policy will encourage 

innovation and firm participation. This has been 

included as an action in the Building Innovation 

progress report. 

This recommendation is supported through the MBIE 

Chief Executive’s appointment in the new role of 

Procurement Functional Leader and the Government’s 

wider procurement programme.     

Recommendation 15 - The Government 

should designate construction and healthcare 

Implementing this recommendation would involve 

setting sustainability targets for District Health Boards, 



as ‘green growth sectors’ in relation to Public 

Sector procurement. Purchasing in these 

sectors will then be tied more explicitly to the 

‘sustainability’ principle and a small number of 

priority environmental factors (for example, 

GHG emission reduction, waste minimisation). 

In the construction sector, highest priority 

should be given to the ‘greening’ of 

procurement in the rebuild of Christchurch. 

New Zealand Transport Agency and construction 

procurement generally, and as such does not have a 

good fit with existing initiatives.  

However, MBIE is developing procurement centres of 

expertise in the construction and health sectors as well 

as providing procurement services and support to the 

rebuild of Christchurch.  

Recommendation 16 - The Government 

should consider establishing an “invest-to-

save” fund for Public Sector agencies, which 

enables them to shift sooner to greener 

technologies and practices, and thereby to 

encourage innovation among their suppliers. 

The fund will provide interest-free loans which 

help agencies to meet the higher upfront costs 

associated with purchasing greener products, 

services and technologies – and to secure net 

financial gains over the long term. 

 

This recommendation is aligned with the goals of the 

procurement reform agenda in promoting a total-cost 

approach to procurement as required by government 

procurement principles.   

Three million dollars was also set aside for the Better 

Services for Less Development Pipeline this year. All 

funding has now been fully allocated. The types of 

initiatives that were progressed through the pipeline 

include social impact bonds (KMPG, Ministry of Health) 

and developing business cases for managing different 

types of location information such as roads and 

housing in one system (LINZ). 

This recommendation also has some fit with 

Government’s priorities as it can stimulate greater 

innovation and more sustainable procurement while 

also reducing costs over time.  A good example of this 

approach (albeit at a small scale) is the Energy 

Efficiency and Conservation Authority Crown Loans’ 

and ‘wood energy’ programmes that deliver energy 

efficiency gains (and replacement of coal with wood-

fired boilers) in Crown assets ranging from individual 

schools to defence infrastructure. 

 

Recommendation 17 - The Government 

should create a nationally consistent 

biodiversity offsetting regime that will facilitate 

projects for economic growth and, at the same 

time, deliver net gains to New Zealand’s 

biodiversity and environmental quality. This 

scheme should: 

• be based on widely-understood and 
accepted principles of equity, 
efficiency and transparency; 

• be based on a good understanding of 
the New Zealand context, including 
the need for on-going, active pest 
management if biodiversity assets are 

The Government is working in partnership with local 

councils and developers to provide best practice 

guidance on biodiversity offsetting. This will assist 

businesses to achieve economic and environmental 

objectives when planning development projects and 

will support RMA decision-making. 

There are, however, a number of unresolved scientific 

and technical issues that need further consideration. 

For a scheme to be established there would need to be 

certainty that demonstrably better conservation 

outcomes would result.   

 



to survive in the long term; 

• be additional to on-going biodiversity 
protection and enhancement 
programmes of relevant government 
agencies and Crown entities; 

• operate through rigorous processes 
that are supported by the best 
available environmental science and 
monitoring; 

• include governance arrangements 
which build public confidence that long 
term improvements to biodiversity 
assets will indeed result, with 
enforcement of obligations if 
necessary; and 

• potentially lead to the development of 
a biodiversity trading scheme of 
further benefit to the greening of New 
Zealand’s growth. 

Recommendation 18 - The Government 

should continue investing in R&D for 

increased agricultural, fisheries and 

aquaculture productivity and environmental 

performance, while also supporting research 

that increases understanding of the biological 

systems that underpin these industries and the 

associated biosecurity risks. This will mean: 

• government agencies working with 
CRIs and industry to improve the 
quality of information around 
hydrology, soils, pasture and crop 
growth, nutrient management and fish 
stocks, and making this information 
more accessible to managers of our 
resources such that better decision 
making can occur; 

• greater use of economic analyses 
which place a value on natural capital 
and environmental services, to better 
inform productivity measurement, and 
to guide selection of lower impact 
agricultural intensification strategies 
and techniques; and 

• all stakeholders acknowledging the 
importance of this work to brand “New 
Zealand”, and applying sound science 
to protect and enhance national 
reputation as well improve industry 
performance. 

The Government agrees that research and 

development in New Zealand is vital to achieving our 

economic and environmental goals.  

That is why in August the Government set an ambition 

in the Building Innovation progress report to double 

business expenditure on research and development to 

1% of GDP, and to raise public spending on science 

and innovation by 33% to 0.8% of GDP, as fiscal 

conditions allow.  

The Government has implemented the Primary Growth 

Partnership (PGP) – a significant government-industry 

initiative investing in significant programmes of 

research and innovation to boost economic productivity 

and sustainability in New Zealand’s primary industry 

and food sectors. To date the combined government 

and industry investment in the PGP is nearly $600 

million (with over a quarter of a billion dollars from 

government).  

The Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI) is working 

closely with the MBIE, including through their advisory 

groups and direct contact, to help ensure appropriate 

funding towards primary sector-based research.  In its 

new structure MPI has set up a science policy group 

that will provide a greater focus for these interactions 

as well as with other external science agencies.  

MPI continues to work with MFAT, NZTE and industry 

to inform our trading partners of our robust systems 

and processes that underpin our renowned reputation. 

Through New Zealand’s participation in the Global 

Research Alliance on Agricultural Greenhouse Gases, 



we are substantially investing into research on 

increasing agricultural productivity without growing 

greenhouse gas emissions.  This is achieved through a 

variety of mechanisms including the New Zealand 

Fund for Global Partnerships in Livestock Emissions 

Research. 

Recommendation 19 - The Ministry of 

Agriculture and Forestry and other 

governmental agencies, in partnership with 

industry, should develop more effective 

programmes for the transfer of new knowledge 

and technology between the Innovation 

System and New Zealand farm businesses. 

The programmes should: 

• draw fully on research and 
development outcomes from Crown 
Research Institutes, universities and 
other institutions; 

• make accessible to every farmer a 
practical ‘toolbox’ of technologies and 
actions relevant to his or her 
circumstances; 

• include a particular emphasis on 
managing diffuse sources of pollution 
and GHG emissions; 

• involve some increase in Public Sector 
agency resourcing to ensure ‘on-the-
ground’ delivery of this ‘toolbox’ and 
other knowledge; and 

• be delivered through the co-ordinated 
effort of agencies, industry groups and 
individual farmers. 

 

The Government has implemented a wide programme 

of work, including through the Agricultural Greenhouse 

Gas Research Centre to accelerate primary sector 

adoption and uptake of new technologies and best 

practice. In particular, the continued implementation of 

the Primary Growth Partnership is designed to lift 

private sector investment in primary sector innovation. 

Details are outlined in the Building Innovation progress 

report.  

The MPI is finalising an analysis of a survey of rural 

professions who are involved in technology transfer.  

The survey will help to better understand how well the 

current system is working and how it may be improved.   

The Government is looking at further ways to promote 

the transition to a low emissions economy. This 

includes investigating mechanisms to encourage 

energy and other resource efficiency and innovation by 

businesses and farmers. 

 

Recommendation 20 - Consistent with 

Recommendation 2, the Government should, 

where appropriate, promote collaborative 

processes at regional and national levels for 

the resolution of environmental issues that 

arise from farming, fishing, horticulture and/or 

forestry practices. These processes should 

include: 

• increased resourcing over time for the 
Government’s new Clean-Up Fund to 
a level commensurate with need 
nationwide; and 

• extension to other primary industries 
of the approach embodied in the 
Dairying and Clean Streams Accord. 

The Government agrees that consensus building is an 

essential part of addressing complex economic and 

environmental issues.  

The Government’s current water work programme 

includes investigation of the role of collaborative 

processes in decision-making on setting objectives and 

limits. The Fresh Start for Freshwater Clean Up Fund 

is investing in major projects to restore waterways 

affected by historical pollution 

The Dairying and Clean Streams Accord is an example 

of a collaborative process and an audited self-

management approach that has delivered gains in 

environmental performance.  The Accord is currently 

being refreshed. Issues that are being discussed 

include who is party to the Accord, and the targets and 



obligations contained within it.   

Recommendation 21 - The Government and 

sector organisations should encourage 

livestock farmers to invest in technologies and 

systems for the management of diffuse source 

pollution including GHG emissions. These 

could include technologies and systems such 

as wintering pads, nitrogen inhibitors, better 

uptake of rural broadband, other tools for 

precision agriculture, and other measures. 

 

The Government has implemented a wide programme 

of work, including through the work of the Agricultural 

Greenhouse Gas Research Centre, to accelerate 

primary sector adoption and uptake of new 

technologies and best practice. 

These activities have also been funded through the 

Sustainable Land Management and Climate Change 

initiative; Sustainable Farming Fund; Pastoral 

Greenhouse Gas Research Consortium (PGGRC); and 

now the Primary Growth Partnership.   

Recommendation 22 - The Government 

should work with the tourism industry on a 

new strategy for positioning New Zealand 

strongly with high value tourists in the greener 

market segment. This strategy should 

promote: 

• increased uptake of environmental 
management systems and relevant 
certifications among New Zealand 
tourism businesses; 

• clear linkage of “clean green” country 
brand attributes to different elements 
of New Zealand’s tourism offering, 
including high quality food and 
beverage production; and 

• enhanced usage of online and social 
media communications to reach 
tourists who are both more attuned to 
these channels and more attracted to 
environmental sustainability. 

The Government is working to attract high value 

visitors to New Zealand.  Tourism New Zealand 

recently implemented a new online marketing strategy 

that targets high value visitors in key markets.  

Alongside this there is work to better identify and 

understand who high value visitors are, including 

greener market segments.  

Other actions to attract high value tourists include the 

developments of a three-year marketing strategy for 

New Zealand’s destination marketing, measures to 

capture the full potential value from growing Asian 

visitor markets, and $10 million annual investment into 

the Major Events Fund to increase the number and 

quality of major events.  

These initiatives are outlined in more detail in the 

Building Export Markets progress report.  

Recommendation 23 - The Government 

should explore/investigate, with industry 

leaders, businesses and local authorities the 

concept of high-profile New Zealand tourist 

destinations becoming models or exemplars of 

green growth in this sector. This model should 

be: 

• drawn from experiences of current 
locations which have adopted this 
approach, such as Kaikoura; 

• based on coordinated uptake of 
recognised and credible sustainability 
practices by as many commercial 
entities in that location as possible; 
and 

The Government supports this recommendation in 

principle but notes that responsibility and leadership in 

this area should come first from business and regional 

stakeholders.   

Related government work includes Qualmark Enviro 

which provides for certification of environmental 

management practices by tourism operators, and local 

government waste management activities.  



• an authentic and visible demonstration 
to visitors of environmental 
sustainability in combination with 
world-class tourism offerings. 

Recommendation 24 - The Advisory Group 

supports the conclusions and 

recommendations of the “Powering 

Innovation” and Crown Research Institute 

Taskforce reports and recommends that the 

Government consider green growth when 

implementing the recommendations of those 

reports. In particular, green growth should be 

considered in regard to: 

• the work programme of the proposed 
advanced technology institutes; 

• measures to support professional skill 
development in New Zealand; and 

• the capabilities of public institutions as 
these are developed to support growth 
in high value manufacturing and 
services. 

As outlined in the Building Innovation progress report 

the Government is currently implementing the key 

recommendations of the “Powering Innovation” and 

Crown Research Institute Taskforce reports. The 

establishment of Callaghan Innovation is the 

cornerstone initiative in this work.  

A major part of Callaghan Innovation’s role will be 

forging stronger connections on the “supply side” of the 

innovation system.  This will further connect the 

considerable capability for supporting manufacturing 

innovation that currently exists in New Zealand's 

tertiary education sector, research community and 

industry. A key consideration will be the relative priority 

to give to green growth against other areas of 

investment.  

We are also working to strengthen research institutions 

and reposition public education and research 

institutions to develop more effective links between the 

business sector, CRIs and universities.  

 

Recommendation 25 - The Government 

should seek the necessary discourse towards 

greater consensus among New Zealanders on 

what of our petroleum and mineral resources 

should be available for extraction and under 

what circumstances. The national discourse 

should be thoroughly informed about the 

potential benefits, and the costs and risks, of 

such development and growth. The 

Government should provide public information 

that includes: 

• the minimum requirements imposed 
on industries and projects through 
regulatory and institutional settings 
(and how these requirements compare 
internationally); 

• objective analysis of economic, social 
and environmental benefits associated 
with particular petroleum and mineral 
resources and extractive projects; and 

• objective analysis of costs and risks 
associated with further development 
and growth of the sector (including 

The Government is pursuing a range of initiatives that 

contribute to building greater consensus around the 

future role of New Zealand’s petroleum and mineral 

stocks.   

Such initiatives include a joint study with East Coast 

councils to assess the potential benefits and related 

issues from developing a petroleum industry in the 

region, and MBIE‘s publication of analysis on the 

potential economic impacts of further development of 

petroleum basins. These initiatives support the Energy 

and Resources component of the Business Growth 

Agenda Building Natural Resources work programme.      

The Government is also engaging in public discussion 

on the role of natural resources development in 

supporting jobs and economic growth in New Zealand. 



potential impacts on other exporting 
sectors of the economy 

Recommendation 26 - As part of the public 

discourse outlined in recommendation 25, the 

Government should investigate further 

measures by which New Zealand could secure 

wider economic, environmental and 

community benefits from the royalties derived 

from allowing extraction of petroleum and 

minerals. Such measures could include 

support for investment in long term 

infrastructure and social programmes, long 

term biodiversity and environmental protection 

and community and regional development 

projects. Iwi and regions most directly affected 

by the activity deserve particular consideration 

in this regard. Other measures could include a 

sovereign wealth fund or similar to address 

issues of inter-generational equity. 

MBIE is exploring how regions and communities 

benefit from returns from the petroleum and minerals 

sectors.  

MBIE is having discussions with interested parties to 

identify a range of ways through which regions and 

communities and benefit from economic development 

opportunities.  This includes company investment in 

community projects and training, supporting supply 

chain industries, and partnerships with iwi. Studies 

such as that on the East Coast will shed light on the 

regional and national economic opportunities that may 

arise from development of the sector. 

The Government is not considering the development of 

a sovereign wealth fund in the New Zealand context at 

this time. 

 


