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Labour no to water storage funding

“Labour will not

By Lawrence Gullery
lawrence gullery@hbloday.co.nz

A Labour-Green cozlition is un-
likely to fund a water storage
scheme, like the one planned for
the Ruataniwha Plains, if i1 was
elecled {o Government in 2014,
Labour Party’s representa-
tive in Hawke's Bay, Stuari
Nash, said bLahour was nnt
opposed to the principle of water
storage in the region,
“However, Lahour will aot be
funding water storage schemes
i elected in 2074, especially in
ihese tough econemic times
when the governmeni needs to
be prudent in i spending,
“That aside, why should rate-
payers and taxpayers who live
i the ¢ity snd barely make ends
meet be reguired fo fund a
scheme that will result in &

STUART MASH: Water storage
should be funded privately,

massive capital gan for arcund
150 farmers, whao then pay no tax
whei this gain is reahsed?” Mr

Nash, a former Labour list MP,
said if the seheine was profituble
and made economic sense, fhe
private sector had the ability to
fupd # by farmers horrowing
from the banks against sig-
nificant incresse in farm returns
and values.

“The only exception is if sav,
143 of the 150 farmers had sigmed
up te the scheme, but i nceded a
couple maove L0 make it viable,
then Labonr may cousider some
sort of bridging finance {o
epstre that 95 per cpent ol
farmers were not disadvantaged
by the avtions ofa few

He said he was not personatiy
opposed o -a waler storage
project but it must be environ-
mentally sustainable and not put
the azsels of ratepayers at risk.
it must also be economically
viable. “So far, the Hawke's Bay

Regional Council -has not
convineed me that this is the
ke

"Algo, 1 wonder if spending
280 million of economic de
yvaloptient imoney on 4 dam is &
wine use of -r_ntuFa};erE and tax-

|

Jyers maney. There ape other
projects that will generate
greafer, more susiainable
wealth and jubs for the Buy”

Green Party's spokesperson
o environmental  issues,
Eugenle Sage, saidh the pary
would wanf o keep and invest in
the comntry’s enorgy companies.

“Not sell off cur assets te
snbsidise mepa dams and irpd-
gatien schemes  like the
Ruaianiwha, a8 Governraerd 18
proposing to de with the pro-
veeds of asset sales,

“The GGreen Parly supports
¢iean yivers, lakes, streams and
aguifers.”

Ms Sage said there needad ta
he national stardards for fresh.
water which limil agricultural
intensification in cfatehmenis
vulaerable to pollution.

“Our focus would he on
cleaning up rivers such as the
Tukituki nat making water pol-
lution worse from mere inten-
sive agricdiure.”

w

Briefly

Hospital flight

A 7C-yaar-oid man with
suspectad cardiac arrest was
ftown fo Hawke's Bay
Hospital by The Lowe
Corporation Rescue Heli-

roantar cacrtarday Haamae nfb o




