5 August 2024

JOINT STATEMENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF NEW ZEALAND, RT HON
CHRISTOPHER LUXON AND THE PRIME MINISTER OF VANUATU, HON CHARLOT
SALWAI TABIMASMAS

New Zealand Prime Minister, Rt Hon Christopher Luxon, hosted Vanuatu Prime Minister,
Hon Charlot Salwai and delegation in New Zealand from 5 — 8 August 2024.

2. Prime Minister Luxon and Prime Minister Salwai emphasised the long-standing very
positive relationship between New Zealand and Vanuatu. It is a partnership that is reflected
from the global stage down to the village level. In particular, the leaders welcomed the
strong momentum in political-level engagement in recent months.

3. The leaders reaffirmed their commitment to the New Zealand — Vanuatu Mauri
Statement of Partnership agreed in 2023. That Statement recognises that shared values lie
at the heart of our relationship, including respect for each other’s unique culture (kastom)
and diverse heritage, democratic principles, the rule of law, respect for human rights,
environmental stewardship and peace.

Development partnership

4, The leaders acknowledged the significant contribution that the New Zealand
development programme continues to make to supporting Vanuatu Government priorities.
They further recognised the breadth, depth and long-standing nature of the close
cooperation that exists between their respective Governments across a wide range of
sectors, including: judiciary, corrections, biosecurity, fisheries, policing and humanitarian
response.

5. As Vanuatu is one of the countries most significantly impacted by climate change,
the leaders reaffirmed their ongoing commitment to joint resilience-building efforts,
through renewable energy and water projects, climate flexible finance, loss and damage
initiatives, and in humanitarian response and disaster risk reduction.

People-to-people connections

6. The leaders celebrated the strength of connections between their peoples, from the
Church connections that supported Vanuatu’s independence, to the students studying in
New Zealand today. Prime Minister Luxon acknowledged the critical contribution ni-Vanuatu
make as the single largest group participating in New Zealand’s Recognised Seasonal
Employer (RSE) scheme. The leaders committed to work together to ensure that
participation in the RSE scheme continues to deliver development benefits to both
countries.



Regional developments

7. Regionalism remains a cornerstone of both countries’ foreign policies and the
bilateral partnership. The Prime Ministers reiterated their commitment to Pacific-led
solutions to challenges facing their increasingly complex and contested region, including the
centrality of the Pacific Islands Forum, which plays a critical role in advancing the region’s
long-term vision and amplifying the Pacific’s voice on the global stage.

8. The leaders discussed the ongoing situation in New Caledonia. They called for all
parties to take action to support a return to calm, meaningful dialogue and peace. They also
affirmed the role of the Pacific Islands Forum in supporting constructive and respectful
dialogue between the relevant parties.

9. The leaders looked forward to the upcoming Pacific Islands Forum Leaders’ Meeting
in Tonga as an important opportunity to strengthen Pacific regionalism, including through
the ongoing Review of Regional Architecture and ongoing implementation of the 2050
Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent.

Global issues

10. The Prime Ministers acknowledged the importance of multilateralism in addressing
the complex challenges facing our world. They emphasised the importance of a well-
functioning rules-based international system, with the United Nations at its core. They
further noted the significance of this system for global, regional and national stability —
especially for small states like New Zealand and Vanuatu. They acknowledged the
importance of Pacific voices in shaping the international agenda and in particular Vanuatu’s
leadership on climate change on the global stage.

11. The Prime Ministers reiterated their shared determination to address climate
change, which remains the single greatest existential threat facing the livelihoods, security
and wellbeing of the peoples of the Pacific. They expressed their steadfast support for:
nuclear weapons disarmament and non-proliferation — including as Parties to the Treaties of
Rarotonga and on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons; for United Nations processes on
decolonisation; and the urgent need for fisheries and fossil fuel subsidy reforms.



