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MSTEG Trade and Export Growth Proposed Delegations 
BRIEFING Overview Submission 

PURPOSE This paper provides key points and background information on the specific 
functions and responsibilities of the Trade and Export Growth portfolio proposed 
to be delegated to the Minister of State for Trade and Export Growth 
(delegations to be confirmed).  
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Pito matua – Key points 

• It is expected the Minister of State for Trade and Export Growth will be delegated a range 
of functions and responsibilities within the Trade and Export Growth portfolio, in addition 
to the delegated areas the Minister is already responsible for.    

• This paper provides information to support the implementation of these new delegated 
functions and responsibilities, including in relation to the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP), the ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand FTA (AANZFTA) and 
Pacer Plus regional agreements. 

• This paper also provides background information on the bilateral trade agreements the 
Minister is proposed to be delegated responsibility over, including New Zealand’s Free 
Trade Agreements with Hong Kong, Korea, Malaysia and Thailand. 

• Information is also provided on the WTO Fish Subsidies Agreement to support the Minister 
of State for Trade and Export Growth’s proposed delegated responsibility regarding Pacific 
outreach on WTO issues in particular the ongoing fish subsidies negotiations.  

• A series of in-person briefings with officials will be organised with the Minister of State for 
Trade and Export Growth’s office in the coming weeks to supplement the information 
provided in this paper.  

• These briefings complement the Minister of State for Trade and Export Growth’s existing 
engagement that will continue on Māori trade and export success.  

 
 
Signed by Vangelis Vitalis  

 
 
Vangelis Vitalis  
for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
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Tūtohu – Recommendations 
It is recommended that you: 

1  Note the background information contained in this submission on the areas 
of delegated responsibility within the Trade and Export Growth portfolio. 

Yes / No 

2  Refer a copy of this submission to the Minister of State for Trade and 
Export Growth, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Associate Minister 
of Foreign Affairs for their information.   

Yes / No 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hon Damien O'Connor  
Minister for Trade and Export Growth  
 
Date:             /             /              
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Hong Kong China – New Zealand Closer Economic Partnership 

27. The New Zealand - Hong Kong, China Closer Economic Partnership (CEP) was signed 
on 29 March 2010 and entered into force on 1 January 2011. The Agreement gives our 
exporters a competitive edge, and the ability to take advantage of growing opportunities 
in the region. The CEP complements New Zealand’s FTA with China and enhances the 
potential for Hong Kong to be used as a platform for trade into China. 
Aotearoa New Zealand was the first foreign country to secure a free trade agreement with 
Hong Kong.  

28. Like Aotearoa New Zealand, Hong Kong has one of the world’s most open economies.  
In the year to September 2022 we exported $1.14 billion in goods to Hong Kong,  
making it our 12th largest export destination for goods. Hong Kong has very little in the 
way of natural resources, so services make up over 93 percent of GDP. This means there 
is little local competition for our agricultural products, making Hong Kong an attractive 
destination for our exporters. New Zealand services exports in this period totalled $109 
million. 

29. Highlights of the FTA include: 

i) Greater certainty of access into the Hong Kong services market, including in 
private education, business services, environmental services and logistics. 

ii) Government procurement is included in the agreement, ensuring New Zealand 
businesses can compete with Hong Kong businesses for government contracts on 
a level playing field.  

iii) Locked in duty-free access for New Zealand goods into Hong Kong, providing 
greater certainty for exporters. 

iv) Future-proofing rules that ensure service suppliers in some sectors will benefit 
from any improved access that Hong Kong might grant to other FTA partners in 
the future. 

v) Measures to facilitate trade including 48 hour customs clearance of New Zealand 
goods entering Hong Kong. 

vi) Easier trading through agreed rules on: sanitary and phytosanitary measures, 
technical barriers to trade, intellectual property, competition policy and  
e-commerce. 

vii) A clear and detailed process for settling disputes. 

30. Alongside the CEP, New Zealand has Environment and Labour agreements with  
Hong Kong that promote sound labour and environmental policies and practices. 

31. Parties are committed to undertake a further general review of the Agreement, which we 
envisage will commence later in 2023.   
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New Zealand – Malaysia Free Trade Agreement  

32. The New Zealand – Malaysia Free Trade Agreement came into effect in August 2010. 
Tariffs on 99.5 percent of New Zealand’s exports to Malaysia were eliminated on 1 
January 2016.  

33. In the year ended September 2022 New Zealand exported $1.39 billion of total goods and 
services to Malaysia and imported $2.43 billion representing a total trade value of $3.82 
billion. 

34. Beyond tariff elimination, other highlights include:  

i) Improved market access for New Zealand services providers, such as education, 
environmental, management consulting and veterinary services. 

ii) Future-proofing New Zealand’s investment and key services interests through 
Most Favoured Nation (MFN) treatment; requiring Malaysia to automatically 
provide New Zealand with any better treatment it provides future FTA partners. 

iii) More cooperation to create new opportunities in areas of mutual interest including 
education, forestry, health, biotechnology, agritechnology and manufacturing. 

iv) Easier trading through agreed rules on: customs, sanitary and phytosanitary 
measures, standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment measures, 
intellectual property rules and competition policy. 

v) A clear and detailed process to settle disputes related to the FTA. 

35. Alongside the FTA, New Zealand and Malaysia have signed Environment and Labour 
Agreements. These provide for more effective discussion and cooperation on labour and 
environmental matters. 

36. New Zealand has three other trade agreements with Malaysia: AANZFTA, RCEP,  
and CPTPP. Officials provide advice to businesses looking to determine which of the two 
agreements should be used for goods with the Tariff Finder tool. Businesses are also 
advised of other factors such as transhipment/routing requirements that may determine 
which FTA to use. 

 

New Zealand-Thailand Closer Economic Partnership 

37. The New Zealand-Thailand Closer Economic Partnership entered into force in July 2005. 
Tariffs and quotas on all New Zealand exports will be progressively eliminated by 2025.  

38. Beyond tariff reductions, other highlights include: 

i) Simpler Rules of Origin (ROO) for goods to qualify as tariff-free, including removing 
the requirement for a Certificate of Origin and replacing it with a declaration only. 

ii) Easier trading through agreed rules on: customs, sanitary and phytosanitary 
measures, technical barriers to trade, electronic commerce, intellectual property 
and competition policy. 

iii) More relaxed rules around temporary entry into Thailand for NZ business 
travellers. 










