
Winston Churchill Fellows 2014 (by region) 

 

Michael Noonan, Coromandel 

To travel to the USA and learn how they have achieved such a high increase of 
people with a disability participating in the workforce. The focus will be on younger 
people with a disability and include self-employment, working in social enterprises 
and how these strategies can be applied in the New Zealand environment. 

 

Emma Cronin, Great Barrier Island  

To assist with a research project to travel to Ecuador and Peru and raise awareness 
and cultivate action for the protection of threatened seabirds.   

 

Brendon Crompton, Auckland  

For a research project to travel to the UK and investigate programmes being 
implemented by community groups for youth offenders. This information will be used 
to develop programme that can be delivered in New Zealand. 

 

Haley Hooper, Auckland 

Travelling to China, Denmark, France, Spain and Thailand to explore youth facilities. 

 

Rebekah Williams, Auckland  

To travel to the USA and gain an understanding on how world-recognised 
universities respond to the needs of students in teaching programmes. 

 

Roger Smith, Wellington  

To explore the relationship between art providers and broadcasters in the USA with 
a view of formulating a media strategy for outlets in a New Zealand context. 

 

Hannah Zwartz, Kapiti Coast 

For a research project to travel to visit schools and community gardens in the USA 
and Cuba. The focus will be to share and implement the ideas gained, help improve 
health and nutrition, strengthen communities, spread skills and knowledge and 
increase food security in New Zealand. 

  



South Island  

Juliet Arnott, Christchurch  

To travel to the UK and Europe and study social enterprises and designers working 
with wood waste. The focus will be to study and document learning’s from the 
business models, waste diversion and community practice.   

 

Melissa Kelly, Christchurch  

For a research project to travel to Switzerland, the UK, and New York City and 
further develop the Kaleidoscope Vocational Rehabilitation programme for people 
that have a serious Spinal Cord Injury/illness (SCI). This will provide valuable 
support and education to New Zealand employers of people with disabilities.  

 

Jolie Wills, Christchurch  

This project will explore best practise strategies on how organisations can support 
communities who are simultaneously living and working in recovery, with a focus on 
the Canterbury recovery effort.  The findings will inform New Zealand Red Cross 
practice and policy and will be of interest to other national organisation as they 
prepare for future emergencies.  Travel will be to Australia, Japan, Denmark, 
Europe, England, and United States of America to explore workforce resilience and 
strategies for long term recovery period.  

 

Elizabeth Soal, Oamaru  

To travel to Canada to investigate catchment strategies and the research and 
delivery of farm management practices. This will assist the development of practices 
and policies for the sustainable use and management of water in New Zealand. 

 

Claire Nodder, Dunedin  

To travel to Sweden and the UK to investigate museums.  Special focus will be given 
to the use of community engagement and the Samdok model used in Sweden, as 
potential models for use in New Zealand. 

 

Winston Churchill McNeish Writers Fellowship recipient  

Johnny Blades, Wellington 

To travel to Papua New Guinea to research the indigenous societies and observe 
how tribal Melanesian cultures are changing in the modern world. The findings will 
form a component of on-going research for a planned non-fiction book tracing 
political and social developments in Melanesia since the turn of the century. 


