
He Whare Āhuru He Oranga Tāngata – The Māori Housing Strategy 

Questions and Answers 

Why do we need a Māori Housing Strategy? 

Housing is a significant factor in our health and social well-being. Māori, more than other 

New Zealanders are affected by overcrowding, substandard housing and low levels of home 

ownership.  

He Whare Āhuru sets out an approach for improving housing for Māori and their whānau and 

growing the Māori housing sector so that Māori have more choice.  

It aims to empower whānau to better manage their own futures and sets out how the 

Government will support Māori communities.  

He Whare Āhuru also addresses the recommendations in a 2011 report from the Controller 

and Auditor General, Government Planning and Support for Housing on Māori land and the 

New Zealand Productivity Commission’s 2012 report on its Housing Affordability Inquiry.  

What is proposed in He Whare Āhuru? 

He Whare Āhuru sets out six Directions to improve Māori housing over the period 2014 to 

2025. The first three Directions set out the opportunities open to Māori and their whānau to 

improve their housing situation. The remaining three Directions set out the opportunities for 

Māori organisations to create more housing choices for Māori. The Directions are: 

 Direction 1: Ensure the most vulnerable Māori have secure tenure, and access to 

safe, quality housing with integrated support services. 

 Direction 2: Improve the quality of housing for Māori communities 

 Direction 3: Support Māori and their whānau to transition to preferred housing 

choices 

 Direction 4: Increase the amount of social housing provided by Māori organisations 

 Direction 5: Increase housing on Māori owned land 

 Direction 6: Increase large scale housing developments involving Māori organisations 

What opportunities are available to Māori? 

Many Māori have always aspired to house and care for their own. He Whare Ahuru has been 

developed at a time when new opportunities are emerging for Māori organisations to play a 

greater role in housing.  

The Government’s social housing reforms, housing affordability programme and the right of 

first refusal over surplus Crown and Housing New Zealand land as a result of Treaty 

settlements all provide opportunities for Māori to develop housing that meets their needs. 

The time is right for more Māori organisations to be involved in building houses, managing 

rental tenancies, providing affordable rentals and developing home ownership programmes 

for whānau. 

  



Are Maori ready to take the opportunities He Whare Āhuru presents? 

Māori are becoming increasingly focused on providing better housing for individuals and 

whānau. In particular there is a strong desire to make better use of Māori land, including land 

obtained from Treaty settlements.  

He Whare Āhuru outlines case studies of Māori organisations that are already succeeding in 

providing better housing options for their people. The Strategy sets out actions that will 

enable more Māori – both individually and collectively – to follow in the footsteps of those 

who are already improving housing for Māori. 

Who will implement He Whare Āhuru? 

He Whare Āhuru sets out planned government actions to improve housing for those most in 

need. It aims to create an environment where government, local authorities and Māori can 

collaborate to develop Māori housing. 

In particular the Strategy recognises there is a need for a more coordinated approach across 

government agencies and local authorities to support the development of Māori housing, for 

example to make it easier to build on Māori land.  

It also recognises that it is up to Māori to decide whether to take up the opportunities 

available to them. 

What funding is available to Māori individuals and organisations for housing? 

As part of Budget 2014, the Associate Minister of Housing Tariana Turia, announced new 

funding of $16 million over four years for rural and Māori housing with effect from 1 July 

2014.  See the Minister’s media release – Budget 2014 - New funding for rural and Māori 

Housing . 

He Whare Āhuru outlines the range of targeted and mainstream programmes to support 

Māori housing including: Kainga Whenua loans, Kainga Whenua Infrastructure Grants, 

Kiwisaver and Welcome Home Loans. 

The Strategy also describes a range of programmes to help improve the quality of housing 

including Warm Up New Zealand: Healthy Homes.  
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