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Approved SFF Forestry Projects (2015/16) 

 

Project Title Total MPI 
Funded 
amount 

Project Summary 

Minimising growth-strain in 
eucalypts to transform 
processing 

$466,450 Research into screening for two eucalypts (E. 
bosistoana and E. globoidea) for growth-strain. 

Screening will occur through a splitting test 
which gives a practical way to screen 10,000 
two year-old trees and mass propagate only 
those that will grow to produce logs with 
minimal growth-strain. 

Improved Control of 
Paropsis charybdis larvae 
with the larval parasitoid 
Eadya paropsidis 

$510,132 Conduct parastitoid host range testing and 
lodge an application to release Eadya in 2018 
as an effective biocontrol of paropsis charybdis 
larvae. 

Getting to the heart of 
Coast Redwood durability 

$176,000 Develop a rapid and cost effective tool relating 
near-infrared technology to the rate of fungal 
decay to assess durability. 

Pathways to Building 
Code Compliance for 
Farm-totara Timber 

$18,970 Scoping project to investigate, analyse and 
compare the various options and set out 
recommendations for practical pathways 
forward to achieve code compliance for the 
use of farm-grown totara timber.  

Towards commercialising 
cypress as a high-value 
plantation forest species 

$15,960 Evaluate and report on a set of historical 
research trials on cypress to provide insight to 
industry on the relative performance on a 
number of cypress cultivars from a range of 
sites in NZ. 

 

About the Sustainable Farming Fund 
 

 The SFF supports the financial, environmental and social performance of New 
Zealand’s productive land-based, marine and aquaculture sectors.  It does this by 
funding projects that are: 

o Based around solving problems; or taking up opportunities, related to 
sustainable resource use; and 



o Defined and driven by a farmer, grower or forester-led “community of interest” 
(groups of stakeholders drawn together by common problems or 
opportunities). 
 

 61 applications requesting a total of $16.58 million were considered by the 
independent assessment panel for the 2015/16 funding round  
 

 Eight million dollars (GST excl) is available as baseline funding in each financial year. 
The funding is contestable and applications are subjected to an assessment process 
with final recommendations made by an independent panel. 
 

 The funding investment by government in each project is matched by significant cash 
co-funding and in-kind support by industry, community groups and individuals.  The 
SFF can fund up to 80 percent of the projects, however on average projects leverage 
approximately 50 percent of cash and in-kind from other parties. 
 

 The fund has been independently evaluated four times since its inception, with each 
evaluation highlighting the economic, social and environmental benefits of the 
investment. The most recent evaluation was conducted in 2013. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


