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Q&As – 2015 Intelligence and Security Agencies Review 
 
What does the review cover? 
The review will determine: 

1. Whether the legislative frameworks of the intelligence and security agencies 
(GCSB and NZSIS) are well placed to protect New Zealand’s current and 
future national security, while protecting individual rights; 

2. Whether the current oversight arrangements provide sufficient safeguards at 
an operational, judicial and political level to ensure the GCSB and NZSIS act 
lawfully and maintain public confidence. 

 
The full terms of reference for the 2015 review can be viewed here: 
www.justice.govt.nz/publications/global-publications/i/intelligence-and-security-
agencies-review  

 
Why is there a review? 
Legislation passed in 2013 made several changes to clarify the law governing the 
Government Communications Security Bureau (GCSB) and improve oversight of 
New Zealand’s intelligence and security agencies – the GCSB and New Zealand 
Security Intelligence Service (NZSIS). 
 
One of these changes was to introduce regular independent reviews of the 
intelligence and security agencies and their governing legislation. 
 
Regular reviews will help to ensure the law keeps up with changing risks to national 
security, while protecting individual rights and maintaining public confidence in the 
agencies. 
 
Who is responsible for the review? 
The review will be carried out independently by two reviewers, Sir Michael Cullen 
and Dame Patsy Reddy.  
 
Acting Attorney-General Amy Adams is responsible for finalising arrangements for 
the review in consultation with the Intelligence and Security Committee. Ms Adams is 
fulfilling this role in place of the Attorney-General Christopher Finlayson, since Mr 
Finlayson is also the Minister responsible for GCSB and NZSIS.  
 
The Ministry of Justice will provide administrative support to the reviewers. 
 
How many other reviews of the intelligence agencies have there been? 
There have been a number of reviews in recent years relating to specific aspects of 
the intelligence and security agencies, for example the Murdoch review in 2009 and 
the Kitteridge review in 2012. The agencies in the core New Zealand Intelligence 
Community were also subject to a Performance Improvement Framework Review in 
late 2013. However, this will be the first review to look at the broader legislative 
framework and oversight of the agencies.  
 
How can the public have input to the review? 
The reviewers have been asked by Ms Adams to ensure members of the public have 
the opportunity to express their views. As the review will be carried out 
independently, the reviewers will decide how best to seek public input. 
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What will happen once the review is completed? 
The reviewers will provide a report to Parliament’s Intelligence and Security 
Committee by the end of February 2016 for tabling in Parliament. The Government 
will then consider its response to the report, which may include introducing 
legislation. 
 
How does the review relate to foreign terrorist fighters? 
In November 2014, Prime Minister John Key made announcements outlining 
concern about New Zealanders engaging with terrorist groups and the Government’s 
proposed legislative response.  
 
Legislation to address these concerns became law in December 2014. The new 
provisions were enacted subject to an expiry date on 31 March 2017. This date was 
chosen to allow enough time for the 2015 review to be completed and any legislation 
arising from the review to be enacted.  
 
The review will consider whether the provisions that are due to expire on 31 March 
2017 should continue. 
 
How does the review relate to the Law Commission’s work on classified 
information in court proceedings? 
The Law Commission's work has a specific focus on the rules and processes 
governing use and protection of security sensitive information in court proceedings. 
However, it is anticipated that the Law Commission's work will complement the wider 
review.  
 
While both pieces of work will proceed independently, there will be opportunities for 
the Commission and reviewers to share research and thinking if common issues 
arise. 
 
What does the Law Commission’s work cover? 
The Commission has been asked to review measures to protect classified and 
security sensitive information during civil and criminal court proceedings. 
 
An issues paper on the Commission’s review of the Crown Proceedings Act 1950, 
released in April 2014, identified some difficulties applying the law in relation to the 
use of classified and security sensitive information in civil court proceedings.  
 
The Commission's new work will focus on these and related issues across all 
proceedings, including criminal cases. This piece of work will complement the wider 
review of intelligence and security agencies. 
 
The Commission has been asked to provide its report by October 2015. 


