
Mixed Ownership Model Citizens Initiated Referendum 
Questions and Answers 

 
Why is the Government going to hold the referendum? 
A petition under the Citizens Initiated Referenda Act regarding the Mixed Ownership 
Model was signed by the required 10 per cent of eligible voters to initiate a referendum. 
 
What will the referendum ask? 
The referendum will ask whether New Zealanders support the sale of up to 49 per cent 
of Meridian, Mighty River Power, Genesis Power, Solid Energy and Air New Zealand. 
 
When will the referendum be and how can I vote? 
The referendum will be a postal vote.  The voting period will open on Friday 22 
November, when voting papers will be sent out.  The voting period will close on Friday 
13 December. 
 
Why has the Government chosen this time? 
We want to hold this referendum as soon as practicably possible and completing it 
before the summer holiday period begins will help us get maximum voter participation. 
 
What is the referendum process? 
A postal vote will be held over a three week period.  People must be enrolled to vote in 
elections to get a voting pack and must mail their ballot within this period.  People have 
up until Friday 25 October to enrol on the referendum roll, but can enrol on the 
supplementary roll up until the day before the voting period opens (Thursday, 21 
November). 
 
When will we know the result? 
Preliminary results will be delivered after 7pm, 13 December.  Final results will be 
announced as soon as possible after that – probably in the following week. 
 
Who can vote and how can I enrol? 
People who are enrolled to vote in elections can vote in the referendum. 
 
To be eligible to enrol to vote you must: 

 be 18 years or older 
 be a New Zealand citizen or permanent resident and 
 have lived in New Zealand for one year or more without leaving the country 

 
To enrol visit www.elections.org.nz, or call the Electoral Commission on 0800 36 76 56. 
 
How much will the referendum cost? 
The Electoral Commission estimates that postal voting will cost about $9 million. 
 
The Government is legally obliged to hold a referendum where a petitioner has met the 
requirements in the Citizens Initiated Referenda Act 1993.  A postal ballot is the most 
cost effective means of holding a referendum. 
 
Does the Government have to respond to the referendum results? Is it binding? 
There is no requirement for the Government to formally respond to the referendum.  The 
referendum is not binding on the Government. 


