
Special Character
The catchment of the Mokihinui River – a 
64,442-hectare area of ecologically-significant land – is 
to be added to Kahurangi National Park. 

This wild and scenic area to the southwest of the 
park is important for its rich variety of vegetation and 
landforms and the scale of unmodified landscape it 
encompasses and links into – it is a place where nature 
extends as far as the eye can see.

One of its most notable features is the Mokihinui Gorge. 
This is similar to the nearby Buller Gorge in scale and 
setting but without the roads, railway and other 
human developments.

Forest and water
The Mokihinui addition has intact and varied natural 
vegetation sequences from alpine tussock to lowland 
coastal forest. The area’s lowland podocarp and 
broadleaved forests are now regionally and nationally 
rare and contain large rimu, northern rātā and mataī 
trees, some many centuries old. Upstream of the gorge 
is a large area of lowland podocarp-beech forest.

The Mokihinui River is of regional and national 
importance. It is largely unmodified and its upstream 
reaches are pristine. The Department of Conservation 
ranks the Mokihinui as the seventh most significant 
river for biodiversity in New Zealand, while NIWA 
has identified it as ‘nationally important for aquatic 
biodiversity values’.

Mokihinui River. Photo: Richard Rossiter

Wildlife
The clean, fast-
flowing Mokihinui 
River and its 
tributaries support a 
significant whio/blue 
duck population and 
native fish such as 
longfin eels and giant 
and shortjaw kōkopu.

The diverse forest 
types support 21 
indigenous bird 
species, 11 of which 
are threatened (e.g. 
great spotted kiwi, 
kea and kākā).

N
elson green gecko. Photo: B W Thomas

Whio. Photo: Matt Binns

The gorge supports terrestrial invertebrates that 
are distinctive in terms of unique associations, rare 
species and species at their distribution limits. For 
example, two undescribed taxa of Nerofeonea beetles 
may be endemic to the area and giant cave spiders 
(Gradungulidae) are likely to be present in caves and 
karst formations.

The Mokihinui Gorge is part 
of an area regarded as 

a ‘hotspot of regional 
reptile diversity’, with 
six species known 
within 10 km of the 
gorge, including the 

Nelson green gecko 
and the forest gecko.

A nationally significant long-tailed bat population is 
present in the gorge, along with four subspecies of 
Powelliphanta snails. The different subspecies have 
arisen because of the wide range of landforms and 
events such as earthquakes that have isolated groups 
of snails within relatively small areas.



Culture and recreation
The wider Kahurangi area has high significance to Ngāi 
Tahu and Ngati Waewae. The temperate climate, fertile 
environment and safe harbours made it an important 
place to gather and replenish food stores before 
journeying south along a stretch of difficult coastline.

Gold first brought Europeans to the area and relics 
of gold fever remain, including remnants of mining 
machinery and the historic pack route through the 
Mokihinui Gorge. This has recently been revived as 

Public conservation land to be added to 
Kahurangi National Park, Mokihinui

part of the Old Ghost Road – an 85 km tramping and 
cycling trail linking Seddonville in the north to Lyell (near 
Murchison). As well as the huts along the Old Ghost 
Road there are opportunities to stay at the Mokihinui 
Forks backcountry hut and the historic Goat Creek Hut.

The Mokihinui River has high significance to kayakers 
and canoeists, providing a class III whitewater river 
wilderness experience through an unmodified forest 
and gorge environment. 

Forest. Photo: Ligs Hoffman
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Size and significance
The 64,442-hectare Mokihinui 
addition to Kahurangi National Park 
is by far the largest addition of land 
to an existing national park in  
New Zealand. The addition increases 
the size of Kahurangi National Park 
– New Zealand’s second largest park 
– by 14% (to 517,335 hectares).

The addition is equivalent in size to 
Abel Tasman and Paparoa National 
Parks combined and is twice the size 
of Egmont National Park. 


